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Hindu-Jewish summit held in New Delhi
7 Feb 2007

Hindu and Jewish religious
leaders meet for the first time for
a two day dialogue on a range of
religious issues.

(Communicated by the Foreign Ministry Spokesman)

An historic event took place in New Delhi (6-7 Feb-2007), when Hindu and Jewish
religious leaders met for the first time for a two day dialogue on a range of subjects.
Among the subjects discussed were the relevance of tradition in everyday life, similarities
and dissimilarities between the two religions, and education. The purpose behind this
unusual inter-faith dialogue was the promotion of understanding, tolerance, peace and
conflict resolution through religion.

The summit was organized by the World Council for Religious Leadership and the Chief
Rabbinate of Israel. Jewish participants included the Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel, Yona
Metzger, the former Chief Rabbi of Ireland, David Rosen, the Chief Rabbi of Belgium,
President of the Committee for Relations between Judaism and other Religions, and
additional rabbis from Europe, the United States of America and India. Also present were
Israeli ambassador to India David Danieli, Consul General to Mumbai, Daniel Zonshine,
and director-general of the Chief Rabbinate, Oded Wiener. Hindu participants included
some thirty prominent priests from all over India.

The summit began with the singing of a traditional religious song of each religion. On the
first day representatives of each side - Chief Rabbi Metzger and Swami Daynand
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Sarawati - signed a declaration recognizing the values common to the "two most ancient
religions in the world", condemning all religion-based violence, and announcing the
formation of a permanent Jewish-Hindi committee. The event took place in a pleasant and
vibrant atmosphere.

In a joint statement, Rabbi Metzger called for the formation of a religious organization
under the auspices of the United Nations for the promotion of peace and understanding.
He added that, in Hebrew, only one letter differentiates between "Jew" and "Indian", thus
emphasizing the proximity of the two nations and their religions. Metzger invited his Hindu
colleagues to visit Jerusalem for the continuation of the dialogue.

Sarawati noted that the Jewish-Hindu dialogue will serve as a milestone for others, and will
promote understanding and a better environment for everyone. He further added, "l have
always believed in peaceful co-existence in a multi-religious environment. All religions
should respect common values and insist on compassion. Religious leaders bear the
responsibility of leading their followers to a path of peace so that the world will become a
safer place to live."
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PEACE AND HARMONY: Founder of Arsha Vidya Pitham Swami Dayanada Saraswati (left) and Chief

Rabbi of Israel Yona Metzger (right) along with Secretary General World Council of Religious Leaders
Bawa Jain showing the document after signing a protocol to spread Global Peace and Harmony at the
Hindu-Jewish Summit in New Delhi on Tuesday. - PHOTO: S. SUBRAMANIUM

Hindu and Jewish religious
leaders sign declaration

It acknowledges the shared values of the two religious traditions

Madhur Tankha

NEW DELHI: To propagate glob-
al harmony, the World Coun-
cil of Religious Leaders
(WCORL) facilitated the
signing of a ‘Protocol of Coop-
eration’ between Hindu and
Jewish religious leaders here
on Tuesday.

The declaration was signed
by the chief rabbi of Israel,
Rabbi Yona Metzger, and
Swami Dayanand Saraswati,
convenor of Hindu Dharma
Acharya Sabha, at the end of
the two-day Hindu-Jewish
Leadership Summit here.

The summit agreed to con-
stitute a standing committee
of Hindu-Jewish relations.
The declaration primarily ac-
knowledges the shared values
of the two of the oldest living
religious traditions in the
world and condemns all
forms of religious violence.

Benchmark

Speaking on the occasion,
Swami Dayanand Saraswati
said, “Hindu-Jewish dialogue
will act as a benchmark for
others to follow and emulate,
resulting in a better environ-
ment for one and all. I have

always believed in peaceful
co-existence in a multi-reli-
gion environment. All reli-
gious  traditions  should
respect common values and
insist on compassion. Reli-
gious leaders have great re-
sponsibilities in leading
people of their respective
faiths to a peaceful path so
that the planet is safe for us to
live.”

Lauding the efforts of the
WCORL, Rabbi Yona Metzger
said though their religious
dialogues have increased re-
cently, the Hindu-Jewish
declaration is a significant

move that highlights the ne-
cessity of expanding inter-
faith community.

“For thousands of years we
have marched on parallel
causes and now built bridges
of cooperation between the
two religions. Jews have lived
in India for 2,000 years and
have never been discriminat-
ed against. This is something
unparalleled in human histo-
ry,” added Rabbi Yona
Metzger.

WCORL will also organise
a discussion here on Wednes-
day with leaders of Buddhist
and Islamic faiths.
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All India Organisation of Imams of Mosques (egt)

A representative body of half million Imams of India
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S HAZRAT MAULANA JAMEEL AHMED ILYASI
(President)

On the occasion of the visit of the delegation of the chief Rabbinate of Israel to India,
The Delegation held a cordial meeting with Muslim leaders of India. The Jewish
Delegation welcomed he impressive statement of All India organization of Imam of
Mosques.

In keeping with this statement The Jewish & Muslim Participants of the Meeting
declared Muslim and Jews share tradition and legacy. We are bound by history,
civilization culture, common values. From Adam to Moses there is everything that
unites us and even thereafter Islam through Quranic injunctions calls upon Muslims
to treat Jews as Ah-e-Kitab and the believes in Judaism as God fearing people.

Similarly Judaism views Muslims as the believer in n god require that they be treated
with full dignity. While relations with Jews and Muslims have been influenced
regularly in recent years by political factors. We have a long history of good and
healthy relations between us. We declare that it is high time for the religious leaders
of both sides to engage in dialogue and use their collective influence to stop the
bloodshed of innocent civilians. We condemn killing, reject extremism and the
misuse of religion of acts of violence. Suicide is a forbidden act in Islam and Judaism
and therefore suicidal attacks cannot find sanction neither in Islam nor in Judaism.

We pledge ourselves to work together to promote the sanctity of life and to advance
justice and peace.

We appreciate the role of leadership of the World Council of Religious leaders in this
direction.

Moulana Jameel Ahmed llyasi Chief Rabbi Yona Metzger, Israel

T o) '” ), /e
President / (o
—

)
Central Office : 2, Big City House, Masjid Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi-1100 01 (India)
Tel. : 23385777 Telefax : 23385963 Mobile : 9811641786, 9873941067
E-mail : info@imamindia.tripod.com | imamindia@mailcity.com
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